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humanitas, that is, only as Proprietatenkomplexe" (p. 206), quoting in 
evidence a passage from the Belgic Confession. But the Heidelberg 
Catechism, of which the author says that " by Lutherans this confession 
has ever been held to be the most beautiful blossom of Reformed sym- 
bolism " (p. 108), teaches that the Mediator is true man and true God, 
verus homo et verus deus (Q. 15); and the Westminster Confession 
asserts that He "is very God and very man, yet one Christ" (VIII, 2). 

The third part draws with clearness and force the broad line of dif- 
ference between all Christian creeds and confessions, collectively taken, 
distinguished by belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and every 
non-Christian system of belief or speculation ; and may be pronounced 
the strongest and most healthy portion of the work. 

Apart from the one-sidedness, and the incapacity or unwillingness 
of the author to do full justice to the non-Lutheran Protestant confes- 
sions, Nosgen's Symbolik is an excellent work of Christian scholarship, 
a meritorious contribution to this department of theological literature. 

Theological Seminary, Eml - V - Gerhart. 

Lancaster, Penn. 



Morale chretienne. Par Jules Bovon, docteur en theologie, 
professeur a la faculte de theologie de l'figlise evangelique 
libre du canton de Vaud. Lausanne : Georges Bridel & C le , 
editeurs; Paris: Fischbacher, 1897, 1898. 2 vols. Pp.437, 
460. Fr. 16. 

This is the third and final part of an extensive " EHude sur l'CEuvre 
de la Redemption," and has as an alternative and explanatory title the 
words, " Les Consequences pratiques." References to the earlier vol- 
umes on the theology of the New Testament and Christian dogmatics 
abound ; T and the three parts, taken together, form a coherent, pro- 
gressive, and imposing system. 

The subject-matter of the present volumes is disposed in three 
books, which discuss, respectively, the principle, the process, and the 
fruits of the Christian life. In the first of these the moral nature and 
estate of man without the law, under the law, and regenerate, is 
depicted, and the fundamental principle of the Christian life is 
unfolded, namely, an entering up of the soul into God by which it 
is vitalized and completed — such a losing of self as is its real finding. 

' See the review of these volumes in the American Journal of Theology, 
Vol.1, pp. 1082-9. 
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The second book deals with the Christian duties and virtues, reversing 
the order of treatment followed by Rothe. Duties are classified as 
those of spirituality, of justice, of love, of piety ; and virtues as those 
of faith, of love, of gratitude, and of hope. The third book describes 
the fruition of the Christian life in the family, the state, the church ; 
in science and in art. It will thus be seen — what is implied in the 
alternative title — that it is the practice of Christian living, the char- 
acter and conduct of the Christian man, rather than ethical theory, 
with which the author occupies himself. " Christ, the man-God, giving 
himself up for us, this is the substance of the Christian gospel ; Christ, 
the man-God, living in us, this is the substance of Christian ethics, the 
fecund principle of the believer's life" (Vol. I, p. 33). 

The student of philosophical or "scientific" ethics will doubtless 
regard the work as a fresh demonstration of the inherent weakness and 
confusion of what is called " Christian ethics," always being deflected 
from the great questions or led to treat them in an evasive and left- 
handed manner by dogmatic prepossessions, exegetical interest, pious 
sentiment, and the homiletic habit. For the discussion of such prob- 
lems as the nature of personality, of the summum bonum, of virtue, 
and the origin, grounds, and validity of moral obligation, no good 
thing can come out of Nazareth. Here, the philosophers will say, is a 
sample sentence (Vol. I, p. 318): "Christ is my law: such is the resumi 
of my duties, the sole obligation of the new covenant;" but this use 
of the words, law, duty, obligation, is utterly confusing; the "lan- 
guage of Canaan" is not current in the realm of science. And this 
impatient judgment of the philosopher will not be without some 
reason as concerns both this treatise and most others in the same 
field. But a different estimate is likely to be given by those who view 
the work from the standpoint of Christian experience, biblical study, 
and practical life. They will be impressed, we think, with the devout- 
ness and fervor of its spirit, the general soundness and the breadth of 
its theology, the thoroughness and freedom in biblical research which 
it evinces, the candor and sympathy and good sense with which in gen- 
eral it treats the so-called "secular life," and, above all, its display of 
the immense and unique contribution of the Sacred Scriptures to the 
solution of the moral and social problems of mankind. It has not, 
indeed, the suggestiveness of Schleiermacher's work, the speculative 
subtlety and great grasp of Rothe's, the statesmanlike strength of 
Martensen's and Dorner's ; but its exegetical learning is superior to 
any of these, and its discussions and literary references are in all fields 
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brought down to date. The author's mind is in a high degree both 
alert and hospitable. One could wish that he might have caught from 
Janet the secret of condensation and brilliancy of phrase. Here and 
there, too, matters are introduced which are only remotely ethical ; 
thus the chapter on prayer, while excellent in its way, chiefly discusses 
petition and its answer. But this aspect of prayer belongs, we should 
say, in the first place, to the field of biblical theology, and, secondly, 
to that of dogmatics ; under the head of ethics we ought to inquire, 
first as to its obligation, and then as to its influence on character 
and conduct. But to these matters — and what can be more impor- 
tant ? — Bovon pays scant attention. Perhaps, also, there is some lack 
of maturity and firmness of view respecting the state, the nature of 
law, the function of penalty, socialism, and the ethical import of pri- 
vate property. Herbert Spencer is called an avowed materialist, and, 
by implication, a positivist, whereas, in any precise definition of these 
terms, he is neither. Henry George is called " the apostle of Ameri- 
can socialism," but a socialist he assuredly was not. In general, how- 
ever, as concerns this class of themes, the author shows a discrimination 
and a sobriety of judgment which are to be commended, especially to 
our perfervid writers on " Christian sociology." It is the great spirit 
and the fine and sane individualism of Alexandre Vinet — to whose 
memory the work is inscribed — which reappear in its pages. 

William Fremont Blackman. 
Yale University. 



Sursum Corda. A Book of Praise. E. H. Johnson, Editor; 
E. E. Ayres, Assistant Editor. Philadelphia : American 
Baptist Publication Society ; New York : Ward & Drum- 
mond, 1898. Pp. viii + 654. $1. 

This admirable hymn- and tune-book appeals at once to the lover 
of the best in music and words. It is prepared for the same class of 
users as In Excelsis, The Plymouth Hymnal, and the new edition of the 
(Episcopal) Church Hymnal. Granting to each of these books its own 
excellence, the very differences in their make-up reveal the definite 
aim of the editors of Sursum Corda. In size, weight, and general 
appearance there is little to choose between them, except that the 
Church Hymnal has smaller pages and is thicker. The sources of both 
the hymns and the tunes are substantially the same for all the books. 



